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appreciation of the forest-life. On these we cannot
dwell at present.

Two points only must be noticed. First, that
there was, after the third stage, a fourth and final
stage, that of the Sanny&sin, who retired from all
human society, and after solitary wanderings in the
wilderness, threw himself into the arms of death. It
is not always easy to distinguish the Sanny&sin, also
called by different authorities bhikshu, yati, parivi%,
and muni, from the Vanaprastha, though originally
there was this very important difference, that the
members of the three former asramas aspired to
rewards in another life (traya/i punyalokabha^aft),
while the sannyasin, who had thrown off all works,
aspired to true immortality in Brahman (eko 'nmta-
tvabhak, brahmasawstha/i), that the dweller in the
forest continued to belong to the parishad or com-
mune, while the Sannyasin shrank from any inter-
course with the world.

Secondly, we must remember that the third stage,
the forest life, which is so characteristic a feature in
the ancient literature of India, and fully recognised
even in such late works as the Laws of Manu and
the epic poems, was afterwards abolished1, possibly
as affording too great a support to what we are

1 Ndrada: ' The procreation of a son by a brother (of the deceased),
the slaughter of cattle in the entertainment of a guest, the repast on
flesh meat at funeral obsequies, and the order of a hermit (are forbidden
or obsolete in the fourth age).

Aditya Purdna: 'What was a duty in the first age, must not (in all
cases) be done in the fourth; since, in the Kali age, both men and
women are addicted to sin: such are a studentship continued for a very
long time, and the necessity of carrying a water-pot, marriage with a
paternal kinswoman, or with a near maternal relation, and the sacrifice
of a bull.'